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Fund Raising Ideas from A-Z

A

Ask: The easiest way to raise money is to ask your fellow employees to make a donation to
United Way of the Columbia-Willamette.

Art Sales: Have preschool and elementary students produce great art and have a show.
Parents and friends buy back their budding artists’ masterpieces.

Auctions: You can make a whole event out of it — work with an auctioneer who will donate
his/her time and hold a live auction. Collectibles are hot! Auction off the boss — have the
boss or department head as your assistant for the day at work.

B

Bake Sales: Hold a bake sale at. Or have a No-Bake sale where co-workers pay so they
don’t have to bake goodies.

Bingo: Hold a bingo night at a local club, church hall or at your place of business.
Birthday Party with a Purpose: Individuals have had birthday parties and on the invitation
they state in lieu of gifts, please bring a check made out to United Way of the Columbia-
Willamette.

Block Party: Put together an old-fashioned block party in a parking lot, or close off a
neighborhood street (with permission). Have a band donate a few hours, have a BBQ, do
face painting, offer hay rides etc. Have fun and raise money for your team.

Boogie for dollars: Throw a company dance or even a dance-a-thon. Charge admission,
entry fees, or have entrants get pledges for time danced or for the number of dances.
Book Sales: Do itin conjunction with a publishing house that will donate books or have
everyone on your team bring in good condition used paperbacks or hard cover books. Set
up a table to sell your books. Set it up in the break or lunch room.

Boss for the Day: Allow people to bid on being boss for the day — high bid wins.

Bowling Chance: $1 gives you the chance to throw 2 balls (toy bowling set). If you strike
your name is entered into a drawing 2 times. If you throw a spare with your second ball
your name is entered into the drawing once. This one could be held on site.

Breakfast With: Put together a breakfast with Santa or the Easter bunny. Work with a local
restaurant or your team can do it themselves at a hall or club. Have someone in costume
and sell tickets, also have pictures taken. Could also use this as breakfast with the mayor
or other high profile person.

Brown Bag Lunch Day: Everyone brings in their own lunch and donates the money they
would have spent to United Way of the Columbia-Willamette.

C

Can and Bottle Drive: Set up at a central location and collect cans and bottles from passers
by. Return for deposit to nearest redemption center. You will need pick up trucks to carry
the cans or ask a local redemption center or local store if you can set up in their parking lot
so you don’t have to carry the cans to be redeemed.

Car Washes: This is another good idea for students as well as adults, especially in the
spring when everyone wants the mud off of their cars. Try saying “donations accepted”
instead of charging a set price.
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Car Smash: Secure an old car and write in large bold letters POVERTY across the car. Fora
dollar donation you get to “smash poverty” three times with a sledgehammer.
Challenges: Challenge another department to raise more money than you. Some radio
stations may gladly put your challenge on the radio.
Chili Cook Off: Have a Hot-Hot-Hot chili cook off.
Coin Drive: Set up a coin jar at the beginning of the campaign, and see how it grows.
Concession Stands: Set up a concession stand or booth during the campaign.
Cookbooks: Collect recipes from employees and have them published and sell them. Can
be produced for approximately $2 each and sold for $7-$8. You need to be sure that all
recipes are healthy and follow nutritional guidelines.
Craft Fairs: Have your business set up a craft table or raffle at a craft fair or festival.
Cut-a-thon: Have a beauty salon or vocational school hold a cut-a-thon for you.

Cutest baby: Have a Cutest Team Baby Contest. Place a photo of each employee as a baby
on the bulletin board or on a display board. People donate $1 per vote. You decide on the
appropriate reward.

D

Day of Cleaning Raffle: Employees donate a suggested five hours to spring/fall house clean
your home, with tickets selling for $5 each.

Donut Days: Get donuts donated from a bakery every Friday, and sell them at work.
Dunking Booth: Set up a dunking booth at a local event festival, fair, picnic etc. and recruit
local celebrities to sit for you.

E
Email: Send email communications to remind your coworkers to donate.
Event parking spaces: Sell parking spaces for community events near your home.

F

Face Painting: Set up a booth at a local event, fair, or festival. Kids love it! Charge .50 and
up.

Flower Sales: Work with a local florist or wholesaler and sell bouquets, potted flowers or
individual stems (carnations or roses) at your place of work.

G
Game Day: Have a game day where everyone plays board games, charades etc. Charge an
“entrance” fee.

H

Haunted House: For Halloween, organize a haunted house and charge admission. You can
also sell refreshments such as donut holes and hot chocolate.

Hoagie Sale: Hold a hoagie sale at work or around town, taking orders ahead of time.
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