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Dear Campaign Coordinator:  Please feel free to incorporate these stories in emails or newsletters about your United Way campaign. 

Education – helping children and youth achieve their potential, graduate and succeed in life
Afterschool Programs
Clark’s mom is a single parent with two kids. She works and goes to school full time. With her hectic schedule and limited budget, how could she find a safe and productive after-school environment for her son? She turned to a United Way of the Columbia-Willamette funded program that provides academic enrichment, recreation, and health and social services for students, parents, and neighborhood residents. 

Clark signed up for after-school mentoring and became one of its most involved students. He enjoys being part of a loving community where his voice is heard and his opinions are valued. And his grades are improving.  Clark’s mom feels grateful to know where her son is at all times. She knows he is getting the interaction and attention he needs at his vulnerable age. 

Thanks to generous support from donors like you, United Way has provided afterschool mentoring for 1,609 students over the past year. 
Mentor Programs 

In elementary school Rosa was told that the language barrier she struggled with was so severe that it would take years to learn what she needed to get to the same academic level as her classmates. She was told that even if she tried she would probably always fall far below her peers.  

Rosa was shy and timid and she struggled to fit in. Hearing this made her self-esteem fall even lower. By middle school the sadness and loneliness turned to apathy. 

But one day Rosa happened upon a United Way funded mentoring program—a program that teaches young women how to empower themselves, how to stand on their own and how to be leaders in the community. Before Rosa knew it she was taking afterschool learning programs, college enrollment courses and volunteering in the community and she’d moved from sitting in the back of the classroom to the front.

Rosa was able to share her story with her school community when she stood on stage and addressed hundreds of people as the valedictorian of her class.  

Thanks to your generous donation to United Way of the Columbia-Willamette, Rosa was able to find her path to success.

