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Dear Campaign Coordinator:  Please feel free to incorporate these stories in emails or newsletters about your United Way campaign. 

Income – reducing poverty by promoting financial stability and independence.
Community Relief Fund

Karen and Matt recently had their first child. They were just getting by until Matt lost his job. The job loss hit the young family hard and they quickly went through their savings and could no longer pay their rent. Karen and Matt were afraid of being on the streets with a baby.

Fortunately, they connected with a program funded by United Way’s Community Relief Fund which assisted them by paying for two months of rent. The program also helped them get unemployment insurance and food stamps and helped them with financial planning. 

The program also helped them get unemployment insurance and food stamps and worked with them to set a budget. The family is now up to date on their rent and managing their income.

Your donation to United Way has helped more than 60,000 people like Karen and Matt with emergency food, rent, utility, and prescription assistance over the last two years.
Keeping Seniors Safe and Independent

Delores is in her eighties and is comfortably living with a group of her peers in a retirement complex. A short time ago, it seemed that she would not be able to escape the harsh reality that was her everyday life. Delores, a retired nurse, had a number of different people living in her home. Some of these people were her family members, most were boyfriends and/or girlfriends of these family members. Her monthly income consisted of social security checks and a small pension from her years as a nurse. The money she received was not very much but it was enough to help her get by from month to month. 

The painful truth for Delores was that her money was being taken by her family members that were supposed to be taking care of her. Family member were neglecting Delores who was also malnourished and being handled roughly which contributed to the bruising on her body. The only phone number she could remember was her bank and would regularly call to say that she was hungry. The bank would put a care package together for her and deliver it to the house. They would soon find out that she wouldn’t receive the food they sent because she would call the next day to say she was still hungry and the basket was empty.

Thankfully the bank connected Delores with a United Way funded program in her neighborhood that specializes in cases of seniors who lack the capacity to care for themselves and cannot manage finances on their own while being taken advantage of. This project sets up a guardianship/conservatorship program that will assign court appointed guardian and/or conservator for individuals who are at-risk or have been victims of abuse, neglect or exploitation. They removed her from the house and placed her into a safe environment. They evicted the family members that were exploiting and neglecting her and helped Delores sell her house to help cover her costs.

Now Delores is in a safe assisted living facility to where the people that visit her are screened so that the people that exploited and neglected her cannot come into contact with her. Her finances are controlled by and are regularly monitored by the guardians that were appointed by the court. She would not have been able to get the help she needed if it had not been for the project that relies on funding from your United Way. 
Housing and Benefits for People Who Are Homeless

Scott had been homeless for many years. He admits himself that he has made mistakes along the way. After all, who hasn’t? And Scott reached a point when he wanted to get off the streets. He was ready to turn his life around; he just needed guidance on how to do so.

That’s where a United Way funded program came in. In addition to provided support services, the program helped him apply for Social Security benefits. Before he came to the program, Scott felt scared by the thought of trying to apply for benefits. But with the program’s help, he filled out his paperwork and attended an interview at the Social Security office.

 In less than a month, he found out that he had been approved for benefits. He then moved into a furnished apartment, which he is paying for using his benefits.

Thanks to your donation, Scott is off the streets and becoming economically self-sufficient.

Escaping Domestic Violence

Maria, a 37-year-old woman with two children, sought help to leave her emotionally and physically abusive husband. Maria found the support she needed through a United Way-funded program at Clackamas Women’s Services. Maria was very nervous to leave her husband and live in shelter, but found great support in her Clackamas Women’s Services counselor. Maria and her counselor were able to plan for Maria’s safety and after counseling, Maria felt emotionally ready to safely leave her husband.  Now, Maria has gone to school for job training and is working on gaining employment and saving for her own apartment. She is now able to do things for herself, like attend cultural social groups, and her self esteem has greatly improved. As a result of getting connected to the services she needed, Maria has worked to become an independent and successful woman.


